County To Fund Historical Library, Museum, 4-H, Agriculture Center
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BARTOW | County commissioners agreed today to continue to fund the historical library and museum, 4-H and operation of the agriculture center, but other programs facing cuts are still in doubt.

Commissioners also agreed to continue to fund lobbying in Tallahassee and transportation to adult day care and county probation, but it’s unclear whether proposed cuts in code enforcement will stay or go.

Commissioners have been bombarded by calls and e-mails opposing the historical and agriculture program cuts.

Early in today’s work session Commission Chairman Sam Johnson made a point of mentioning the U.S. Rep. Adam Putnam, R-Bartow, had contacted him personally asking that the agriculture programs, particularly 4-H, be spared from the budget axe.

Even with the planned restoration of the programs, the fiscal situation resulted in some creative solutions to fund programs.

For instance, Commissioner Jack Myers asked whether it’s possible to pump some money into the historical trust fund to set up what would amount to an endowment that could allow the interest to run the museum.

County Manager Mike Herr said it’s possible to generate revenue through special events.

Staff will come up with details.

For the second year in a row, Herr is proposing to reduce the staff of Polk County Code Enforcement, which meant 500 fewer cases were handled last year and projected the $400,000 cut will mean 4,800 fewer cases, which will cut enforcement by more than a third.

Commissioner Jean Reed said the county needs to find the money to maintain the service.

Herr and Neighborhood Services Director Elba Cherry said they are proposing a program that would generate revenue — the exact figures are still being developed — from a proposal that has been used in Lakeland and other parts of the state to recoup the costs of enforcing the codes in the 8 percent of the cases where property owners are uncooperative

