Polk County Extension Service

Budget Talking Points/Facts
When speaking to and/or corresponding with an elected official or county staff member about the budget please remain positive. Stress the need to reinstate funding for these programs and talk about how these programs benefit you, your business and your family. 
 (Extension is a good deal for county residents)

Extension is a partnership between state, federal, and county governments to provide scientific knowledge and expertise to the public. This partnership makes it possible for residents in each county of the state to take advantage of educational and developmental opportunities through UF/IFAS. Only part of the funding for these programs comes from the county, as such it would be penny-wise but pound foolish for a county to eliminate this program. Extension provides an affordable way for counties to provide scientific knowledge and expertise to the public and agriculture industry through educational programs.

(Education programs help everyone)

Services that are provided to the community through Extension are viable and irreplaceable. Extension works closely with every demographic in the county by offering 4-H youth programs, master gardener and master naturalist programs, education about wildlife and Florida yards and neighborhoods programs and commercial agricultural programs in citrus and livestock. Services include a variety of classes, consultations, demonstrations, educational materials and field days. Programs are tailored to each county’s individual needs. Resources that are available through Extension are also too numerous to list. These include disaster planning and preparedness, family and consumer programs geared toward strengthening families and youth development.

(Extension is the link between citizens and research)

Extension is a partnership between state, federal, and county governments to provide scientific knowledge and expertise to the public. Since 1914 Extension has provided unique programs, services and resources to county residents. Residents have been afforded educational and social opportunities through this cooperative effort. Through Extension, rural residents and city dwellers alike can learn everything from proper pest management to how to prepare for emergencies.
(Extension is vital to economic development)

Agriculture truly is vital to Polk County’s economy. With a consistent economic impact of $4.5 billion in Polk County, in times of crisis farming provides a stabilizing force in communities across the state. Extension provides relevant and timely resources to food producers and others who need information about Florida agriculture. Extension provides access to the research that is so important to agricultural producers such as timely research data about pests and disease, invasive plants and water issues. 

If Polk County did not have 4-H Youth Development:
· Loss of youth development programs for 2,565 youth, or approximately 2.5 percent of the population, ages 5-18, in Polk County

· $221,186 in University of Florida funding will be redirected to another county

· No 4-H staff means no volunteer screening or training, and no county identification with the 4-H District, State and National program.  

· 6,000 youth will not be able to participate in Agri-Fest

· Loss of $249,215 worth of citizen volunteer time dedicated to the youth of Polk County

· Loss of $290,701 in holdings of the Polk County 4-H Foundation; which supports actual programming, pays for low- and moderate-income children to attend day and residential camps in the summer (many for the first time) and pays for pre-teens and teens to attend leadership development. 

· Loss of $35,000 annual grant (CYFAR) funding, used to establish an after school enrichment program for at risk children in Florence Villa. A recent study of this group indicated a marked increase in the youths’ respect for themselves and others, increase in homework completion and the desire to serve the community.  

· 275 homeschooled youth will not have faculty support to utilize the 4-H curriculum often used in schooling.  

If Polk County Did not have Agriculture and Natural Resources Extension Programs:
Agriculture and Natural Resources includes five separate programs – Citrus, Agricultural Programming, Livestock, Natural Resources and Horticulture (Florida Yards & Neighborhoods and Master Gardener Program).  A budget reduction of $309,860 will eliminate 4 agents, the director and two secretarial positions. 

· $509,880 in grant and in-kind funding from University of Florida will be lost.

· Residents and producers will lose a service they have relied on for 90 years 

· 2,000 citrus producers (largest production in the state) will loose their Extension Agent.  This Agent is crucial in the identification of citrus pest and diseases and potential agri-terrorist agents.  Delay in correct diagnoses of diseases such as Haunglongbing (HLB) AKA citrus greening and delayed access to the suppression strategies developed by the University of Florida and the United States Department of Agriculture delivered by Extension Agent could leave the Polk County citrus industry nonexistent or unprofitable in 5 years.  A domino effect would begin resulting in the loss of citrus production and processing capacity causing the closing of local packing houses and processing plants resulting in significant unemployment.

· Loss of over $100,000 in grant funds that directly benefit citrus growers and homeowners

· Loss of the Winter Weather Watch program:  This program saves between 1,295,184,880 to 8,567,899,200 gallons of water from being pumped out of the Florida aquifer (depending on number of freeze events) annually.  Growers use locally specific information on citrus tree hardiness and weather forecast to reduce water used for citrus cold protection (sprinklers under trees). 

· This water savings corresponds to 15 to 100 days of residential Polk County water use not withdrawn from the aquifer.

· Loss of local expertise provided by Extension in principles of integrated pest management (IPM) would result in increases in production cost and a decrease in crop production. Ramifications are increase food costs to consumers. 

· Loss of basic safety training (including pesticide safety, tractor safety and heatstroke) for low-income agricultural workers will place them at risk to serious injuries resulting in an increase in health care costs to Polk County as these workers seldom have the financial ability to carry health insurance.

· 1,373,712 residents of Polk and surrounding areas, previously utilizing Extension programs, would not be served.  

· Local business owners, such as the termite control and pest control companies, will no longer have access to a local Agent who can help identify insects.  

· Residents would lose the local Horticulturist (Ph.D. in entomology) expertise in identification of poisonous plants and spiders that could jeopardize the health and well being of children and pets

· 339 registered cattle producers (3rd largest producer in the state) will be at risk for potentially dangerous diseases spreading, leaving the state, or entering the market with possible contamination to human.  

· 638 forage producers will no longer have access to field consultations by Extension Agent. (411,959 acres in Polk County now in pasture land)

· Decrease in safety of residents as agents are the first line of defense in the identification of potential agri-terrorism.  

· Loss of research-based production information vital in making environmentally sound agricultural management decisions. 

If Polk County did not have the Ag Center Operations and Complex: 

The elimination of $197,282 will result in the loss of the Agriculture Center Complex Op program.  Several buildings are covered under this program; the Stuart Center, Ag Center Complex (includes offices, four meeting rooms, open and closed barns and arena) which also houses Cooperative Extension, and the John Hunt building (which houses two USDA offices, County Forester, and Housing and Neighborhood Development offices.

The group of building that comprise the Agriculture Complex are leased to the county for a dollar a year renewable every 30 years.  The original intent of the facilities is to provide the citizens and agriculture community as well as youth groups a location to meet promoting their educational enhancement.  

· Loss of location for 50,000 visitors that annually attend meetings and events at this complex.
· Public Safety/Emergency Management would be without a suitable facility to house the EOC or ROC during disasters.    
· Over 400 meetings annually, including 300 County divisions and department meetings, awards, and classes are held at these facilities
· Youth groups, ( 8,559 children) that have depended on the meeting rooms, barns and arena for over 60 years will be without a location to hold their meetings, awards ceremonies and events 
· Loss of location for Annual Youth Fair which is visited by 20,000+ visitors and exhibitors annually
· Agri-fest would lose its facility affecting 6,000 youth
