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Member Update
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Polk County Farm Bureau—Promoting and Protecting Polk Agriculture since 1942.

 
ISSUE: 
Over the past few days, FFBF staff has become aware of several instances of farmers receiving citations for transporting oversized farm equipment without a permit.  This may be a localized occurrence, but Farm Bureau members throughout the state should be aware of the issue and know what steps should be taken to ensure they are in compliance.
 
IMPACT:
Florida Statutes do provide an exemption for oversized farm equipment, however this exemption only covers equipment less than 50 feet long and 130 inches (10’ 10”) wide.  Any equipment larger than these dimensions requires a permit through the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) to operate on any state road.  Penalties can be levied up to $1000.
 
There are two types of permits that can be requested through FDOT.  A single trip permit that only covers a one time, one way trip can be obtained for a cost of $25.  A blanket permit that lasts for one year, but can only be used for one piece of equipment at a time, can be obtained for $250.
 
Permits can be obtained online by visiting the FDOT permits site (http://www.fdotmaint.com/permit/) or by calling the FDOT State Permits office at (850) 410-5777.
 
The FDOT does not issue permits for equipment over 170 inches (14’ 2”).  Under the current statute, equipment would have to be broken down to less than 170 inches wide in order to be transported legally.  
 
ACTION:
Florida Farm Bureau is concerned that current law is overly restrictive on equipment commonly used in current agricultural production.  FFBF is investigating options for improving this situation.
 

CONTACT: 
Adam Basford, Adam.Basford@FFBF.org, 352-378-8100 ext. 1449.
Are you a Polk County Farm Bureau (PCFB) Member? This update is provided to PCFB Members as a member benefit. For more information on PCFB visit our website at www.pcfb.org.
